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For the American Jour. of Homeopathy. ~ 
THE REMUNERATION OE HOMEO- 
PATHIC MEDICAL MEN. 

As I have no doubt, Mr. Editor, that you, 
and most of your medical readers, suffer, in 
common with myself, considerable annoy- 
ance from the misapprehension of patients 
as to the value of our services, it hasstruck 
me that, reminding your lay readers of the 
following considerations might tend to ben- 
efit the cause. 

The same tariff regulates the price of 
homeopathic and allopathic practice per 
visit ; now, although a comparison may be 
instituted between things good and better, 
or bad and worse, it is impossible to do 
so between things beneficial and hurtful. 
Those who admit the truth of the homeo- 
pathic law must consider its practice cheap 
at any price, while that of Allopathy must 
be dear, even were its victims paid for 
submitting to it. But as the community 
consists of one class who believe in Allo- 
pathy, and consider Homeopathy perfectly 
inert, and another who equally depend on 
the latter, and regard the former as posi- 
tively injurious, I think. it will be gener- 
a'ly admitted that those who avail them- 
selves of either are bound in good faith to 
pay those whom they employ in proportion 
to the time and sacrifice whieh they de- 
mand, 

Let homeopathic patients, then, not 
lose sight of the following facts. The 
homeeopathist gives a much larger amount 
of time and thought to each visit than the 
allopathist does, consequently he cannot 
see as many patients in the day; and 
hence, if a homeopathist and an allopath- 
ist be both constantly occupied, the in- 
come of the former will be considerably 
less than that of the latter, at the same 





rate of charge per visit ; or if the hom«o- 
pathist makes as many visit in the day as 
the other, he must consume a large part of 
the night in study, which his less indus- 
trious competitor devotes to sleep. 

The homeeopathist usually dispenses the 
medicines he prescribes without charge, 
while, for those of the allopathist, the 
chemist’s bill is no mean addition. Aside 
from the responsibility and consequent 
anxiety common to all medical men, when 
they feel that on the correct choice of the 
course which they shall pursue life or death 
may depend, we have that which necessa- 
rily attaches to a new system—not a rou- 
tine one. When a death occurs under 
Allopathy, it is commonly regarded as one 
in the ordinary current of events, and is 
passed over without remark, while the 
doctor like a specimen of the fraternity 
who said 

“I blisters, bleeds, and sweats ‘em, 

And then if die they will, I let's 'em!”" 
lays to his soul the flattering unction, ev- 
erything was done for him; I treated him 
on the orthodox method ; and the unwel- 
come subject is dismissed from his thoughts, 

How different is the case with us, espe- 
cially in communities where the friends of 
the system are comparatively few, while 
its numerous and watchful enemies are 
ever ready to seize on an unsuccessful 
case, and inveigh against the unfortunate 
practitioner, as if deaths never occurred 
under any other mode of treatment! Again, 
the conscientious homceopathist cannot so 
summarily dismiss the subject from his owa 
mind ; he knows that success will depend 
on the correct application of a law of na- 
ture, requiring time, labor, and judgment. 
He cannot avoid a careful retrospect of 
his practice with the query, Had not such 
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a medicine or such a dilution a greater 
affinity for the symptoms than the one em- 
ployed? had it been administered, might 
not the result have been more happy ? 

Thus it will be seen that the homeo. 
pathist does not lie on a bed of roses; 
that his means of livelihood are not ob- 
tained without that wearing care and toil 
which tend to curtail life ; and that he has 
trials and annoyances enough from the 
open enemies of the system and its own 
peculiar and necessary difficulties, to en- 
title him to sympathy and encouragement, 
as well as a cheerful remuneration of his 
services from those who reap the advan- 
tage of his care and skill. That such is, 
however, far from being always the case, 
the following classification of patients will 
show. Patients may be divided primarily 
into two great classes, the Non-Remuner- 
ating and the Remuncrating. 

The first may be subdivided thus: 1. those 
who neither pay nor are expected to pay 
anything ; and, 2. those who pay some- 
thing, but not enough to remunerate a med- 
ical man for his services. In the former 
ease he gives the whole, and in the latter a 
part of his attendance. 

The second primary division may also 
be subdivided into 1. generous souls, who, 
remembering how much the medical man 
does for the unremunerating class, not only 
pay what by law they are bound to do, but 
add what they can afford in the form of 
fee or present, and thus partially indemni- 
fy him for what he does gratuitously. 2. 
Those who pay the ordinary tariff bills as 
a matter of course, neither more nor less, 
thinking nothing of the matter: were all 
patients of this class, the physician would 
have no just canse of complaint. 3. Those 
who, from some mental obliquity of vision, 
either natural or educational, regard med- 
ical bills in a very different light from all 
others. It is the conduct of this class that 
has induced me to pen the present article, 
and to the following considerations would 
I especially direct their attention. Ifmed- 
ical treatment be regarded as a luxury, it 
should not be indulged in by those who 
cannot afford it ; if as a necessity, it should 
be paid for like any other necessity of life. 
Yet we often find patients who expect their 
physician, at all times of day and night, 





cheerfully to yield them his best services, 
and when pay-day comes, meanly endeavor 
to curtail his just bills, or grudgingly 
pay him his dues, while, at the same time, 
they freely spend large sums in the grati- 
fication of vanity, and the indulgence of 
luxurious tastes and habits. Such people 
seldom object toa bill, charging. $2 per 
visit, for ten or twenty visits in the course 
of a year; but when for a hundred visits a 
similar charge is made, they are perfectly 
horrified, forgetiing that the diseases re- 
quiring so many visits are often more 
severe, demanding a much larger amount 
of labor and anxiety on the part of the 
doctor than the more trifling ones, for 
which fewer visits are paid; rendering the 
case exactly the reverse of a mercantile 
transaction, in which the larger amount of 
business done at once enables the whole- 
sale dealer to work for smaller profits. 

The tendency of Homeeopathy being to 
cure, the patient may indulge a reasonable 
hope that his bills will diminish year by 
year ; while that to Allopathy being to con- 
firm disease, and ruin the constitution, 
holds out a prospect to its votary of a year- 
ly increase in his medical bills. The ex- 
perience of Homeopathic medical men 
generally shows that, were it not for the 
extension of the principle, and consequent 
addition of new patients, their income would 
decrease year by year. 

The following from the Londen Punch 
will serve to illustrate the idea (indeed we 
can hardly resist the conclusion that Punch 
had the superiorad vantages of Homccopathy 
in view when he wrote the article):—‘ At 
present a medical practitioner is paid in 
inverse ratio to the good that he does his 
patient. The latter gives the most money 
for the least value received, and for much 
that is worse than valueless received into 
the bargain—disgusting physic, painful ap- 
plications, and other punishment. For the 
doctor’s remuneration is based on a wrong 
principle, being proportioned to the length 
instead of the brevity of bis attendance— 
that is, to the smallness, and not the mag- 
nitude of his services. Mr. Alderman Sur- 
feit feels an unpleasant sensation in the 
great toe, which, on examining it, he per- 
ceives is swollen, somewhat red also, and 
rather shiny. Alarmed at these appear- 
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ances, he sends for Dr. Head, who adminis- 
ters a judicious dose, prescribes a proper 
regimen, arrests an attack of gout, and 
receives five shillings for medicine and at 
tendance, or, at most,a guinea fee. Dr. 
Head goes to the diggings, and on the 
next occasion, Dr. Block is summoned to 
attend the worthy Alderman. Dr. Block 
triesa specific usual in such cases. It fails. 


He repeats the experiment with another, 
and another, and another specific, all em- 
ployed largely in Dr. Block’s extensive 


practice. Lecches, liniments, and lotions 
are also applicd, and lastly, flannel and 
patience are recommended by the Doctor. 
The last of these remedies proves success- 
fal insome months. Then the Doctor sends 
his bill—if he has not been taking his 
guinea a day, or so, all along,—and for a 
series of draughts, and pills, and drenches, 
and emollients, and refrigerants, and seda- 
lives, and stimulants, intrinsically worth 
little, relatively less than nothing, together 
with a certain number of visits, occupying 
so much time of no value to anybody but 
the owner, Dr. Block gets his fifty or sixty 
pounds. No wonder that Dr. Block lolls ina 
carriage, whilst Dr. Head is obliged to 
emigrate to Bendigo.” 

The following scene from a play forcibly 
shows the intercst which patients have in 
remuncrating the dector to his satisfaction : 

Scene—Dr. Common-sense in bed with 
his wife. 

Servant knocks at the door. 

Dr. C. Well, John! What’s the matter? 

John. There are two men below sir, one 
from Mr. Hanks. He says his master, has 
been ill all day, and he wants you immedi- 
ately. He thinks he has got the cholera. 
The other’s from Mrs. Goodman. He says 
his mistress has a fit of the hysterics, and 
wants you as soon as possible, 

D-.C. Very well, John. Tell them to 
wait. I'll be down directly. 

(Gets up and dresses.) 

Mrs, C. You'll go to Hanks first, my dear? 

Dr. C. Indeed, I'l] do no such thing. He 
never pays a bill without grumbling and 
trying to make it smaller ; and now he has 
waited all day to save the price of a visit, 
and sends at this time of night when in a 
fright ; while Goodman always sends a 
check on receipt of bis bill, which is some- 








times for double the amount, and is always 
accompanied by his grateful thanks, &e. 
I'll send Hanks a dese to do in the mean 
time ; and see him after Mrs. G.; if he don’t 
like it, he may send for somebody else next 
time ; and if he dies, it is only what he de- 
serves. I’m only glad it’s himself and not 
his wife. I'd have gone to see her first. 

Now, although the above may be a car- 
icature, and there are probably few medi- 
cal men that would be quite so hard on 
Hanks, still doctors are not angels; they 
are subject to like passions with their fel- 
low-men, aad under circumstances ef dan- 
ger, nearly alike in two patients, would, 
doubtless, attend first to him who paid 
best. 

Much more might be written, but as the 
article has already attained a greater length 
than I had intended, I shall now conclude 
with the folowing advice (gratis) to pa- 
tients. If you expect at all times a prompt 
and zealous attendance from your medical 
man, pay your bills promptly and cheerful- 
ly, and not only yourselves abstain from 
any ungenerous criticisms on his accounts, 
but decidedly discountenance those pernici- 
ous wretches who go about endeavoring to 
excite discontent among the well-disposed, 
and injuring the cause which they pretend 
to support. 

Tloma@oraTi. 

New York City, May, 1854. 


NO. I. VOLUME IX. 

Scsscrivers will please notice that this 
is the first number of another volume ; and 
they will bestow a favor on us, if they 
would be so kind as to remit to us one dol- 
lav, which is now due for this ninth volume. 
In spite of our care, we find many names oa 
our subscription book, who owe for the 7th 
and 8th volumes; and these of course, when 
reminded of thag fact, will not delay sending 
us the amount. We would not seem to 
slight a few of our friends and colleagues 
who received the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
volumes, and have never paid for them. 
Bills have been sent to the seseveral times by 
mail, but we suppose they miscarried, for 
there has been no response. But enough 
of money matters ; for although we have 
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not grown rich by the publication of 
this Journal, yet we are thankful that 
enough has been received to pay the 
expense of publication, leaving out remu- 
neration to the editor. At times we do 
feel inclined to complain of homeopathic 
practitioners, who take so little interest in 
sustaining our periodica's. We cannot 
think this ariser from any want of zeal, on 
their part, in tue propagation of Homceo- 
pathy ; but the duty of circulating a Jour- 
nal at a low price, in which the doctrines 
of Homceopathy are stated, exp'ained, and 
enforced, is not intentionally neglected, 
but owing to numerous other duties, this 
one has been overlooked. 

Ovr Opnysect is to place before the profes- 
sion, Homeeopathy as taught by its founder, 
Hahnemann, whose practice yet stands 
superior to any of his disciples who have 
seen fit to modify it, to make Homeopathy 
not more safe and certain; but to avoid 
the striking contrast between a genuine 
homeopathic practitioner, and an allo- 
pathic one ; which contrast, we admit, is 
s0 great, as to influence a mind accustomed 
to allopathic theories, and allopathic 
medications, unfavorably, unless suitably 
instructed. Wedoubt very much the policy 
of concealing from patients and their friends 
that Homeopathy bears no relation, or 
similarity to Allopathy ; and that he who 
resorts to the latter, under any cireum- 
stances, proves thereby his want of confi- 
dence in the system of medicine be profes- 
ses before the public ; and shows further, 
either a deficient knowledge of his art to 
employ it; or a hypocritical pretense of 
faith in what he does not believe, which 
brings us to say, that ANOTHER OBJECT WE 
HAVE IN VIEW is to disseminate information 
among the people, not for the purpose of 
making practitioners of them, but to enable 
them to judge when they have entrusted 
themselves to a genuine homeopathic 
practitioner; and not, as sometimes happens, 
to dismiss from attendanc® on the sick a 
competent and faithful homceopathist, to 
give place to one of those pedantic and 
egotistic persons, who professes to have 
improved Homeopathy, and not only so, 
but scorns to fol ow any man in the treat- 
ment of diseases, but pompously declares he 
is always governed by his own judgment, 





without regard to any system, or to any 
doctrines put forth by Hahnemann or any 
one else. “A practitioner,” says he, “if he 
understands his profession needs no aid 
from other men.” We have such fools among 
us, and we have fools too among the people 
who prefer these, to the humble, unassum- 
ing, industrious, and truly learned and ex- 
perienced practitioner, who deals honestly 
with the sick, pretending to no iritwitive 
knowledge, but follows implicitly the estab- 
lished principles of his art, which the ex. 
perience of thousands of capable men in the 
school, concur to prove that outside of those 
principles, the hopes of the sick have a 
fallacions basis, We shall advocate that, 
THE MOTHER-TINCTURES AND CRUDE DRUGS, 
are not suitable forms of medicine to be 
used in genuine homeopathic practice, 
and although, all may not die who take 
them, for all do not die who submit to 
the “heroic” allopathic practice ; nor 
do all die who fall from the top of 
three-story houses; nor do all die who 
are banged, for instances to the contrary 
are on record; yet it docs not follow 
that it would be wise to run these risks, for 
many we know are killed quickly, and 
others lingeringly, and all suffer loss, more 
or less, which thousands upon thousands of 
faets attest. Therefore, from a conviction 
of duty, we shail raise our voice against 
tke use of what is called, mother-tinctures 
and crude drugs, for we have with us, in 
these views, the experience of those of our 
school, whose age, learning, skill and in- 
tegrity, entitle their opinions to respect; 
but if we leave these out altogether, sound 
reason teaches that if similia similibus 
curantur, be a law, then attenuated medi- 
cines must be most consistent with the 
law, as all experience from Hahnemann, 
down all the line of his true disciples, 
favors this view, it is time to incorporate it 
among the established truths of homco- 
pathic practice. What is it that prevents 
a still more rapid progress of Homeopathy 
upon the minds of the people? It is fail- 
ures to cure by semi-Allopatby in the name 
of Homeopathy; the latter being blamed 
for that, with which it had nothing to do. 
We do not at all wonder that Hahnemann 
severely denounced these mongrels, when 
they, long before his death, wanted to be 
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called by his name, but says he, “ I know 
you not.” Nor should the homeopathic 
school know them as genuine homcopath- 
ists. 

Tus JOURNAL WILL URGE that the pro- 
gression of homceopathic practice must be 
in consonance with its laws, and not in 
violation of them. It is said Homeopathy 
is yet ininfancy. It is more proper to say 
it isin ite youth; and considering its growth, 
not a very “young youth.” But by what 
means is it to be made to grow? By adopt- 
ing the therapeutic law as the only law of 
cure, and employing preparations and 
doses of medicines, as far as these go, as 
laid down in the Organon, and confirmed by 
the experience of all genuine practitioners. 
We say, as far as these go, for Hahnemann 
did not pretend to have perfected this 
branch of his practice, but he got on the 
right tract,and if we make Homeopathy 
accomplish more in the «ure of diseases, it 
would be wise to pursue ‘ie only reasonable 
course that has yet been advised, and which, 
thus far, has been found to be the only one 
of which we have any knowledge. 

Tus JOURNAL WILL DEAL FAIRLY WITH 
Avutuors AND Pusuisuers. We shall not, 
on any consideration, speak favorably of a 
work, that may be unsound in doctrine and 
practice, according to the standard of our 
schocl. We do not mean to deny any one 
the right, we claim for ourselves, to write 
and publish whatever may “seem right in 
their own eyes.” But we must decline any 
aid in furtherance of tne publication of 
anti-homceopathic doctrines. 

CASES WILL BE PUBLISHED TO ILLUSTRATE 
Prmcreces Records of cases are somtimes 
sent to us for publication, which are so 
confused in their treatment, that it is out 
of the question to recognize the law that 
governed the practice. Sometimes they 
chiefly consist of allopathic measures, with 
but here and there, an attempt at homceo- 
pathic treatment, which the former over- 
rides. 

We have often expressed surprise, as well 
as regret, that any one professing faith in 
Homeopathy, should still be governed in 
practice by that allopathic and erroneous 
idea, that a violent sensible impression on 
the human system by medicine, is neces- 
sary for the purpose of effecting the cure 





of diseases. Hence it is, that medicine is 
given in repeated doses of crude drugs at 
short intervals, with the view of securing 
the pathogenetic effects of drugs, expecting 
thereby a more prompt and certain cure, 
which is contrary to the best experience in 
our school; and not only so, but the pathog- 
enesis of a drug developed in a diseased 
condition, when the drug given is homco- 
pathic, cannot but be deleterious, if the law 
of similarity be a law, as thousands of cases 
in allopathic hands has proved. 

The doctrine of Homeopathy adopted by 
our best practitioners teaches, that in pro- 
portion to the nearness of the similarity of 
the symptoms of the drug to those of the 
disease should be the degree of attenuation 
of the remedy, especially so in chronic 
diseases; and it is thought doubtful by 
those whose qualifications to judge should 
command respect, if, even in acute diseases. 
speaking generally, any benefit is derived 
by a contrary rule, although the dose in the 
latter must be oftener repeated; for we 
think it obvious that the violent vital re- 
action in the commencement of acute 
diseases will exhaust the action of the 
remedy much sooner than in chronic, or in 
the advanced stages of acute ones; also 
the vital principle in acute affections is as 
susceptible to the impression of the higher 
attenuations of remedies ; and we doubt if 
we are far from the truth, when we say 
even more so: we think we have observed 
this too often tobe misled. But we will not 
discuss the subject further at this time, for 
a reference to it will be necessary again 
and again, in the course of our editorial 
duties. We do ask the attention of practi- 
tioners to these hints, and we should be 
gratified if they would send us clearly 
developed cases, treated with strict regard 
to the therapeutic law and the attenuated 
remedies. 

A CuANGE In Ortyion. At one time we 
thought, and perhaps seemed to advise, that 
genuine homeopathic practitioners should 
separate themselves by some formal or- 
ganization from those who have a hanker- 
ing after “the flesh-pots of Egypt ’’; or, in 
plainer words, who sometimes deny their 
faith by their works ; but existing associa- 
tions, and the organization of society, and 
the admitted honesty of purpose of all 
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parties, show, we now think, that no good 
in the promulgation of medical truth would 
result from such a course, but it would en- 
gender inharmonious feelings, bitter con- 
troversies of no value, and lead to unpro- 
fessionable deportment in neighborly inter- 
course. 

It is well known that men, so far as can 
be judged, equally qualified, do not view 
the same subject alike ; and this is true, al- 
though very remarkable, even where the 
subject is plain, embracing certain fixed 
and clearly delined principles. This being 
so in the experience of the werld in all 
ages, we doubt much if it will ever be 
otherwise ; and therefore, it is wisdom to 
manage what we have in hand according 
to existing circumstances. 

The therapeutic law, “like cures like,” 
is that which distinguishes homceopathists 
from all other medical men, and every one 
who seeks membership with the school 


professes faith in that law ; but, as plain as 
it seems, yet it is a fact, we do not all have 
the same views in its application to the 
treatment of diseases, nor have we all the 
same skill, but we all try to use the ability 
bestowed upon us, and so far as purpose 


goes, we are on the same plane; and we 
think we are.doing right, at the moment 
we are doing wrong; and much abatement 
should be made for ignoranee and circum- 
stances. Therefore, we shall advocate as 
close a union as possible among all who pro- 
fess faith in the essential principles of 
Homceopathy; and, if the practice of any 
is inconsistent with the rules of our art, 
seek to instruct them kindly and zealously, 
and not denounce and withdraw all inter- 
‘course from such. We do not mean, by 
these remarks, to intimate an intention of 
relaxing our efforts in advocating Homeeo- 
pathy in opposition to every form and 
shade of Allopathy. 

Water. As water belongs to hygeia, it 
should rank among articles of diet, etc., 
and as no Jaw has been discovered to em- 
ploy it in diseases, and as it does not be- 
ong to medicines, therefore it cannot be 
used medicinally, we shall not favor the 
dea of dignifying it by the term Hydro- 
pathy and thereby indicate it to be a system 
of medicine. We have no objections to 
term it what it is, the water treatment. 





We do not object to the free use of water 
in the treatment of diseases, but we do very 
much doubt if it can be employed to the 
exclusion of drugs in human maladies. We 
are disposed to favor, generally speaking 
what is termed ‘ water-eure establishments,’ 
where the treatment is conducted by an in- 
telligent homeopathic physician, and not 
otherwise. We hope that, on this subject, 
we are now understood. 

Enough, probably, has now been said of 
our views and intentions in conducting 
this Journal. If our eolleagues think our 
periodical can do good in aiding the spread 
of what we believe the only true system 
of healing, we earnestly solicit their co- 
operation, by extending the eirculation of 
the “ American JournaAL or Homaora- 
Tuy.” 


WESTERN COLLEGE OF HOMCOPA- 
THIC MEDICINE. 


Ir has been intimated to us that the Fa- 
culty and friends of this College look upon 
us as standing ina hostile relation toit. In 
this they are mistaken. We have speni near- 
ly twenty-four years in the study and prac- 
tice of Homeeopathy as taught by Hahne- 
mann, and as proof of our caution in the 
adoption of new doctrines, so directly oppo- 
site to those we had been, by the allopathic 
school educated in, we did not give in pub- 
liely our adhesion to Homceopathy until we 
had thoroughly investigated it at the bed- 
side of the sick, which took us a little more 
than five years. This, to our colleagues, may 
seem a long time to become convinced of 
the truth of Hahnemann’s doctrines ; but 
they should bear in mind that circumstan- 
ces now are very different from those 
twenty-four years ago. At that time 
neither the Organon nor the Materia Medi- 
ca was in the English language, and we 
were for several years dependent on the 
private instruction of the late Dr. Gram, of 
this city, who was the first Homceopath in 
this country. and without exception, the 
most thoroughly educated physician with 
whom we ever had the honor of an acquaint- 
ance. 

Having tested Homeopathy for so many 
years, in accordance with the rules of the 
Master, and as yet no new discovery has 
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in the least disturbed the principles essen- 
tial to Homeopathy, as laid down in Hah- 
nemann’s OrGaNnon, we feel jealous of the 
medical truths developed by that great 
man, and we do not feel inclined to favor 
measures inconsistent with those established 
principles which should govern exclusively 
the arr of medicine ; for Allopathy has no 
therapeutic law, and consequently she is 
only a system of empiricism : that is, a sort 
of experience without law. This being the 
conviction of our mind, which is sustained 
by the acknowledged ablest men of our 
school, both in this and other countries, we 
feel bound by a solemn obligation to do 
what we can to hand down to generations 
to come those truths unmixed with error, 
as they emenated from the great Fountain 
ofall truth. This, with us, is a matter of 
conscience and not of policy, and conse- 
quently, we never recommend anything in 
the columns of this Journal which conflicts 
with the established principles of our art. 
Such are our views, and such is our position. 
Now, from information that reached us 
from several sources, we did suspect the 
Western College leaned towards that ab- 
surdity of all absurdities, eclecticism, which, 
if it does, our support, however weak it 


may be, it cannot have ; but if, on the con- | 


trary, the principles of Homeeopathy in 
their purity and with clearness are taught 
there, as the only ones yet discovered to 
guide the practitioner in the art of medi- 
cine in all diseases, then we say to the fa- 
culty and all concerned, here is our hand 
and our heart ; use both as you see fit t» 
help forward your College in its great work 
of promulgating and sustaining Homeo- 
pathy in its purity. 


CONNECTICUT HOMCOPATHIC 
SOCIETY. 

We have received a copy of the Consti- 
tution and By-laws of this Society, which 
we are informed is in a prosperous condi- 
tion. The officers are Jeremiah T. Denison, 
M.D., of Fairfield, President; W. W. 
Rodman, M.D., of Waterbury, Vice-Presi- 
dent ; George S. Green, M.D., of Hartford, 
Secretary ; and C. H. Skiff, M.D., of New 
Haven, Treasurer. 

Will this Society please send us its pro- 
ceedings ? 





EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR. 


Dr. Bexsamin Over, of San Francisco, 
California, writes, May 14th, 1854 : 

‘* We are at present free of almost every- 
thing in the shape of sickness, as the boats 
at this season bring no invoices for doctors 
or undertakers. Why can’t the people 
learn when the sickly season is, and when 
the healthy, and come accordingly? We 
commence importing disease in August, 
from Panama, and from that until March, 
there is more or less miasm, and, as near as 
I can judge, the middle point of time be- 
tween these two periods is that of greatest 
intensity. The Nicaragua route is about 
one month later in coming and closing. 
The intermediate time is safe and healthy 
as any other region of the world, so far as 
the peculiar disease of the Isthmus is con- 
cerned, and the voyage is made with as lit- 
tle risk from disease, as the same amount 
of travel can be made in any part of the 
world. Last year, however, yellow fever 
prevailed, at this otherwise healthy period, 
but not as severe as in the Southern At- 
lantic States, 

“Have the faculty ceased to inquire, 
What is the nature or essence of malaria 
or exciting cause of remittent and inter- 
mittent fevers, and as they are called, 
bilious fevers? i suppose the point is 
generally conceded, that these are all modi- 
fications of one disease, or rather different 
developments produced in the vital organ- 
ism by one integral poison, depending in 
part on the plus or minus of quantity, and 
on the guantum of vital force in the sys- 
tem. But what this essence or ma/aria is, 
I think it is ag yet merely matter of specu- 
lation, with very slim data for any hy- 
pothesis. The most usual one, that it is 
the result of vegetable decomposition, 
seems to me utterly untenable, and I am 
pretty sure. that many of the gases resulting 
from fermentation and decomposition are 
rather destructive than otherwise to the 
poison. 

“J would offer an hypothesis which I 
have entertained for some time, and which 
to my mind has grown stronger for a long 
period,—that the poison is an animal- 
cular vegetable, or the animalcular seeds 
ofafungus. ‘Ve find the development of 
the malarious diseases follow the same laws 
as govern the growth of vegetables in that 
region where the disease prevails. For 
instance at the Isthmus, the last half of the 
rainy season, and the first half of the dry, 
are the periods of the greatest intensity, 
and, in countries where frost prevai's, the 
first frosts make it safe for immigrants to 
arrive, although there still be new develop- 
ments of ague among the residents, as their 
systems are already saturated, so to speak, 
with the poison. Look over the world 
from Chagres to Liberia, and from the 
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mouth of the Mississipyi river to Lake 
Champlain, from the prairies of the West 
to the Valley of Wyoming, and see if this 
law of development does not hold good ; and 
then let us cease to look in every little 
puddle as the great ecourge of every fruit- 
ful country on the globe.’ 


Dr. Joseph R. Brown, of Galveston, 
Texas, writes under date of May 18th, 
1854 : 

“ The health of our city was never better 
than at present, and has been good for the 
last six months, or since the disappearance 
of the yellow fever. During the epidemic, 
our late partner, Dr. Wm. L. Bryan, fell a 
victim, not so much from the fever as, per- 
haps, from the exhaustion consequent upon 
the duties he was called upon to do, for the 
purpose of alleviating the sufferings of 
those attacked with the fever, and I am 
told that his success was very great up to 
the day of his death, he having been con- 
fined but ten hours previous to his depart- 
ure for the spirit world. 

“ Homeeopathy lost in Dr. Bryan a young 
gentleman of character, and one who pro- 
mised ‘to be a shining ornament in the 
profession. 

“ Homeopathy is not retrograding in this 
State, but we think it is gradually making 
advances that will be permanent ; and 
from the South, generally, we hear of its 
favorable reception. We find, however, 
much opposition, and, although many see 
the results of our practice, yet are unwill- 
ing to acknowledge the efficacy, even after 
the patients get out. My mind has been 
directed to this matter from the fact that a 
few days ago I was called to see a negro 
woman who had been sick seven months, 
and who had been under allopathic treat- 
ment during that time, and she was thought 
to be ina dying condition, with no hope. 
In les: than three weeks she was walking 
about the town, to the astonishment of her 
mistress and friends : and now, they are 
saying, no doubt, that'she would have got 
weil ‘any way.’ O! what a people! I 
have given her but three remedies, and 
those of the 30th attenuation, and but six 
doses up to this time. But facts are stub- 
born, and must eventually tell here as well 
as elsewhere.” 

Dr. E. J. Eells, of West Cornwell, Ver- 
mont, writes : 

“You see from my post office address 
that I am located west of the Green Mount- 
ains, and I am the only one that attempts 
to dispense medicine in Western Vermont, 
in accordance with the homeopathic law, 
save one, and him I never saw. Thus re- 
moved far from any one with whom to as- 
sociate and take counsel, a liberal suppl 
of well-conducted periodical literature is 
of the utmost interest and importance. 
Many standard works cannot be thoroughly 





studied and digested by the convert from 
ae in advanced life, amidst a con- 
stant daily practice in the country, where 
he has to travel from fifteen to forty miles 
pr to visit his patients. My first essays 
at homeeopathic prescription were made 
with Humphrey's Ruoffin my pocket 1 
afterwards, at the suggestion of my friend, 
Richard M. Bryan, M.D., of Troy, N. Y., 
whom I visited for information, procured 
Jabr’s Manuel, which he told me was his 
guide. But I find it burthensome to look 
over so many pages to assure myself of the 
characteristic symptoms of a remedy, and I 
should like to be pointed through your 
Journal, or some other means, to a more 
simple method of gaining the pathogenesis 
of remedies, than through Jahr, if to be 
found among the published works of the 
homeeopathic school. 

“Would it not be of service to country 
practitioners, in our school especially. for 
yourself, as Editor of a medical journal, and 
to some extent a reviewer of homceopathic 
literature, to indicate a select number of 
the best works for reference, and also arti- 
cles of medicine that would be most appro- 
priate for a well-stored medicine chest or 
case? I do but suggest ; pray do not look 
upon it as impertinent, as I am so com- 
pletely isolated as to have nothing to con- 
fer with but my own brain.” 


[Having been all our life accustomed to 
city life, we find it no easy task to realize 
the feelings of one as described in Dr. Eells’ 
letter, and it is doubtless owing to this cir- 
cumstance that we do not furnish, through 
the columns of this Journal, more of that 
which would be more useful to practitioners 
similarly situated with Dr. E. We are dis- 
posed to do our duty in this respect, yet we 
are compelled to say that we know of no 
“short and easy method” for the practice 
of Homeeopathy. The Materia Medica 
must be constantly and closely studied, and 
the practitioner should never be without it 
in visiting and prescribing for the sick ; no 
one can, generally speaking, trust to his 
memory in selecting remedies ; such a 
course is uncertain and unsafe, and not 
only so, but it tends to routine prescribing, 
which gradually, by the influence of our 
allopathic education, leads into what is not 
much better. although, perhaps, not so per- 
nicious,— modified Allopathy. 

We advise our correspondent to procure 
Dr. Teste’s Materia Medica, which wis 
favorably noticed in the January number of 
this Journal. The work of Dr. Teste will 
very much relieve the practitioner from 
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what to his mind seems like “confusion 
worse confounded ” in Jabr’s Manual ; al- 
though this work cannot be dispensed with. 
Teste will only aid the student in the study 
of Jahr and Hahnemann, not supersede 
them. Dr. E. would find it useful to study 
his cases in the first place by the Repertory, 
selecting the remedy for all the leading 
symptoms, and then refer to the remedy in 
the Materia Medica. This is our own 
course, and we often use Boeninghausen’s 
Pocket-book as the Repertory, which work 
every physician should own. We may re- 
mark that Hahnemann’s Organon should be 
most thoroughly studied, and never thrown 
aside, but looked into more or less daily. 
That is a remarkable work, and we doubt 
if the profession estimate it according to its 
value. It maybe a weakness in us, but we 
read it with as much interest now as we 
did twenty years ago. No work has ap- 
peared which can be substituted for the 
Organon of Hommopathic Medicine, by 
Samuel Hahnemann. The student of Ho- 
maopathy should not be influenced Ly the 
numerous criticisms of that work he may 
meet in periodicals. We have never yet 
seen one that did the work justice, and at- 
tempts were made in the days of Rau and 
Grieslich to demolish that glorious monu- 
ment of medical truth; and recently the 
puny arm of Hempel has been raised to 
accomplish the same work ; but all in vain, 
for Homeeopathy, as taught by Hahnemann, 
is based upon immutable laws, and, there- 
fore, it cannot be disturbed. Our corres- 
pondent, however “isolated” he may be, 
will nevertheless be reached by sneers at 
Hahnemann’s theories, as found in his Or- 
ganon, from captious writers and talkers. 
Now, we do not mean to say that Hahne- 
mann’s theories may not in some respects 
be erroneous, or, if you please, altogether 
80; bat we have never heard of any which, 
to our mind, seemed more truthful. There- 
fore, the criti¢isms to which we refer, should 
not diminish confidence in the principles 
which are put forth in the work, and which 
have been fully established by apprupriate 
experiments. 

It is often said, of late, that Homceopathy 
is but in its infancy, and that it is wrong 
to rest in it where Hahnemann left it, and 
it is capable of improvement, and its advo- 





cates should cause it to progress. This 
sounds well, we admit. It is true, too; 
but how are we to give it progression? 
Not, certainly, by denying, or what amounts 
to the same thing, by inattention to its 
established principles. Progression in ho- 
mceopathic practice ean never take place, 
except by a strict adherence to her laws. 
These laws cannot be made practical with- 
out the Materix Medica, and no compend- 
ium of the Materia Medica can be substi- 
tuted. This has been attempted several 
times, but no useful purpose has been ac- 
complished thereby. The numerous works 
that have appeared during the last few 
years on homeopathic practice for laymen 
and others, have only retarded the progress, 
so it seems tous, of genuine Homeopathy, 
and those works are now propagating spu- 
rious Homeopathy, which, to be sure, is 


rather better than “heroic” allopathic 


practice ; but Homoeopathy is not growing 

into manhood thereby, but is kept in her 

infancy, or rather, we should say, stunted. 
Our correspondent speaks of medicines 


appropriate for chests or cases. To this we 
reply, the physician wants all the drugs 
that have been proved to any degree that 
will make them available in diseases, ac- 
cording to the law of cure. There are 
numerous drugs of which we know so little 
that as yet they are not of much use ; these 
can be left out. We never use any atten- 
uation under the 3d, and generally the 30th, 
50th, and 100th and 200th, rarely high- 
er. In diseases of children, speaking gen- 
erally, we have found the 30th and 50th 
the best, even in acute diseases. The lat- 
ter attenuation, in our hands, cures more 
promptly and certainly, cholera infantum 
and dysentery. The mother-tinctures, in 
drop or other doses, we discarded long 
since, and we avew it a fact, based upon 
no small exper..ice, that the 30th attenu- 
ation and upwards, with us, in all diseases, 
acute and chronic, are more satisfactory 
than the lower. We do not by this remark 
intend to find fault with our colleagues, 
who habitually use the lower, but simply 
to state the result of our own experience, 
having, we think, tested both. We should 
say, in this connection, that the utmost 
care must be observed in the preparation 
of the higher dilutions. Call it supersti- 
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tion cr what not, we never allow an un- 
healthy person to prepare our dilutions. 

In regard to cases of medicine for family 
use, we are not disposed to encourage this 
custom, but they have become so common 
that it is almost useless to oppose their use. 
But I would not have more than ten or a 
dozen drugs in a case for*domestic pur- 
poses, and these of the 30th attenuation. 
Why it is our pharmaceutists place the 3d 
attenuation, and mother-tinctures, and first 
triturations, in these boxes. we do not 
know ; but if Homeopathy is true, and 
the experience of physicians is worth any 
thing, then their doing so is wrong. 

Laymen should never undertake to pre- 
scribe but in acute cases of urgency, in the 
absence of the physician, when his attend- 
ance cannot be had ; usually in such cases. 
the appropriate drug may be found for a 
first prescription among the “ ten principal 
remedies.” 

Laymen shonld never prescribe for a 
chronic disease, for these cases. without 
any exception, require a thorough investi- 
gation, not only of the disease and the in- 
dividual case, but a most careful selec- 
tion of the drug for a remedy. Off-hand 
prescribing in a chronic case is out of the 
question, by any one. We say, therefore, 
to laymen, hands off from chronie diseases ; 
you cannot manage such, and by even a 
moderate degree of mismanagement at the 
commencement of the treatment, the case 
may be rendered incurable. For example, 
give a dose of su/phur to some chronic 
cases at the wrong period, and although 
sulphur may be that upon which the skill- 
ful practitioner would have relied as his 
chief remedy in the case; but its admin- 
istration at the wrong time, and probably, 
too, in the wrong dose, that case will not 
admit of it again, and thereby, its agency 


in the cure will be precluded. And so of 


other drugs, as si/icia, calcaria, sepia, mer- 
eury, ete. This is not all of the-mischief ; 
other drugs may not harmonize with an in- 
appropriate one, previously administered 
by unsanctified hands, however wisely 
selected; and consequently, the skillful 
practitioner often finds it impossible to 
cure chronic cases, because of the medicine 
previously given at random from the do- 
mestic case. The people need instruction 





on this subject, and homceopathists would 
be doing an important part of their duty 
by giving it to them. The general impres- 
sion is, on account of ‘the influence of allo- 
pathic teachings, that the doses we use are 
so feeble that they can be given with a 
liberal hand with safety. This is an error, 
a serious error, and needs correction. 

Finally, we would say to our correspond- 
ent : Keep strictly to the therapeutic law ; 
use attenuations not lower than the 3d, but 
mostly the 30th ; be governed by no theory 
not based on facts; be guided by your own 
judgment, and all will be well. You need 
not fear to trust genuine homeopathic 
practice in the mostdifficult cases ; she will 
in every case show herself worthy the 
strongest confidence.]— Editer. 


Dr. Adams, of Springfield, Ill., writes 
that he has successfully treated intermit 
tent fever with the cimex. Te used it em- 
pyrically, and has not, in his letter before 
us, satisfactorily stated with sufficient pre- 
cision, the conditions in which he found it 
successful. He says he tried it in the Ist, 
2d, and 3d triturations “ without much ef- 
fect,”’ which fact leads us to doubt its effi- 
eacy ; and probably there is some error in 
the observations, However, others may be 
induced to try the cimer, and it may yet 
prove itself worthy of all Dr. A. claims for 
it. 


Dr. F. Woodruff, of Ann Arbor, Michi- 
gan, states that Homeopathy is * 
down deep in the understanding 
people,” in that city. He speaks in high 
praise of this Journal. He will accept our 
thanks. He also states that the medical 
faculty of the Allopathic college in that 
place resists the spread of our system ; but 
in vain. Notwithstanding Dr. W. advises 
students to attend lectures in the medical 
college of Ann Arbor, he should be a little 
more cautious, or he may be called by ill 
names, and have mouths made at him by 
some vulgar fellow, who may think that a 
certain Eclectic concern should receive his 
countenance and support. Our own opin- 
ion is, we have in our country quite too 
many medical colleges; many of them are 
weakly and sickly, and unfit to perform 
efficient labor. The diploma can now be 
bought at almost any price, and its value 


going 


of the 
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is diminishing annually. The people will 
soon inquire, not only if practitioners have 
the diploma, but where it comes from? 
Medical societies find it necessary in some 
cases to go behind the diploma in the in- 
vestigation of the standing of candidates 
for admission. The American Institute of 


Homeopathy, it would not surprise us, will 
hereafter be compe!led, for the protection 
of its reputation, to inquire into some cases, 
to ascertain if the dip/oma has not been 


given for money, without any attendance 
on the lectures. Sneha deception has been 
perpetrated, we have reason to believe, and 
may be again. We may find it necessary 
to expose disgraceful proceedings, in a 
Western college, that have come to our 
knowledge, which accounts for the sensi- 
tiveness of at least one of its faculty. 

Dr. G. N. Brigham, of Waitsfield, Vt., 
states that Homeopathy is ‘“‘ making good 
headway in hisState’ Some of the oldest 
Allopathic practitioners are investigating 
our system. 

Dr. John T. Blakeney, of Somerset, Per- 
ry Co., Ohio, writes : 


“ You will be glad to hear an account of 


our cause. Homeopathy is taking pretty 
considerable strides in this region; and 
that, as if to accommodate it with a little 
more room, two of our old-standing Allo- 
paths have agreed to leave here for some- 
where else. I came to this place in De- 
cember last, and am now doing a handsome 
living business. The people are enlight- 
ened and discriminating ; hence the tri- 
umph of Homeeopaihy. 

“In a business point of view, f must say 
that Iam by no means glad of the depart- 
ure of the two Allopaths above alluded 
to, for what should 1 do for chronic cases ? 
Who would make them? I can assure you 
I should be seriously alarmed on this score, 
if it were not for the consoling reflection 
that there are two or three of the ‘same 
sort’ left.” 

Mr. J. C. Taylor, of Ann Arbor, Mich., 
writes: 

* You will remember an article from one 
of your subscribers, on dyspepsia, in vol- 
ume 7, where thuja was recommended. I 
have been troubled with that disease, at- 
tended by constipation, for a number of 
years. I had a dull, aching pain at the pit 
of the stomach, with a small, hard evacua- 
tion from the bowels but once in three to 
six days; with a tolerable good appetite 
all the time. I tried a number of medi- 
cines, among which were nux vomica and 
sulphur, which relieved me a little for a 





short time. But I get no permanent relief 
until I read the article in your Journal. I 
took three or four doses of thuja, which 
cured me, so that I have not been troubled 
with it since.” [More than a year.—Eb. ] 

Dr. J. N. Eldridge, of Flint, Genesee Co., 
Mich , writes : 

“ Your Journal to me is a welcome mes- 
senger, asafe and sure guide, and a faithful 
exponent of the principles and doctrines of 
pure Homeopathy, as set forth by the il- 
iustrious Hahnemann. I am pleased to in- 
form you that here Homeopathy is confer- 
ring its benefits upon hundreds ; and con- 
versions to our doctrines still continue to 
be an every-day occurrence.” 

[We remember to have had a lady sub- 
scriber to our Journal, some eight years 
ago, in Flint, and the letters we received 
from her showed h »w zealous she was that 
the people of her -eighborhood should be 
blessed with homceopathic practice. There 
was no physician of our school there then, 
and we knew of no one who was disposed 
to settle there. Therefore, we rejoice that 
the wishes of that lady have been met by 
the presence of Dr. Eldridge, whom we 
have been told is worthy the confidence of 
those who desire homceopathic treatment.] 
—Eprror. 

We should be pleased to hear occasion- 
ally from physicians in different parts of 
our country, that we may know of the pro- 
gress our system of medicine is making in 
America. 


THE ANNUAL MEFTING of the Ohio College 
of Homeeopathic Physicians will be held 
on the 30th inst., at Columbus, Ohio. Dr. 
A. O. Blair is President, and Dr. C. A. 
Leuthstrom Secretary. We hope to be able 
to furnish our readers with the proceedings, 
in our next number. 


The Alkethrepta or Strength Nourisher. 
Tuts isa kind of chocolate, prepared at 
Smith’s Hom«opathic Pharmacy, 488 
Broadway, New-York. We do not know 
the meaning of this crotchety name which 
Mr. Smith has adopted for his nourisher of 
strength ; but we do know that this choco- 
late suits our stomach better than any we 
ever drank. It is easily made fit for the 
table, and we recommend our readers to 
order a supply and try it. Itis put up in 
packages at thirty-seven cents each. 
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THE MEDICAL PROFESSION FULL— 
OVERFLOWING. 


Ir seems to us that too many Medical 
diplomas are annually distributed in this 
country. The profession is full and over- 
‘flowing. Medical colleges are so numerous 
that extraordinary efforts are made by Pro- 
fessors to induce young men, and young 
women, too, to engage in medical studies. 
Most of these after they graduate, will find 
what they did not anticipate: great difli- 


culty in obtaining even a scanty supply of 


the necessaries of life. Look at the ciiy 
of New-York, in which there are probably 
more than one thousand physicians, each 
holding a dip'oma from some medical col- 
lege, and generally from that one where 
it was obtained the easiest. Of this number, 
about one hundred. perhaps not so many, 
do all the lucrative business of the city. 
The rest live—we cannot tell how, except 
some have wealthy parents who meet their 
wauts; others have inherited property on 
which they live, hoping in time to secure 

ractice ; and too many resort to unbecom- 
ing measures for a subsistence. Look also 
at our smaller cities and our country towns, 
and it will be seen that physicians are so 
numerous, that itis impossible for but a few 
to obtain suitable remuneration for services. 
Why is there such a restlessness among 
medical men? Many of them move from 
place to place, aud hundreds have no perm. 
anent home, for the reason they are 
starved out in one place, and of course they 
go to another. It is a want of support—it 
is poverty that causes so much wrangling 
among medicai men. They talk of their 
high calling, their honorable profession, 
and pretend to despise money, while they 
know they cannot get along without it; 
and not one of us would practice our pro- 
fession a day, if we did not hupe for money 
remuneration. Therefore, the cry by phy- 
sicians, against the practice of medicine for 
money, is based in hypocrisy. 

Several years ago, in this city, a some- 
what shrewd physician, of a iimited practice, 
hit upon the plan of cutting off tonsils, asa 
useless appendage of human throats ; and 
then burning throats with !unar caustic. 
A plausible theory was adapted to the 
practice, and as many suffer of throat affec- 
tions, they were vi~ “ly all named dbron- 
chites, and treated az urely local affections. 
The rush to the Doctor for the new practice, 
attracted the attention of his a lopathic col- 
leagues throughout the country, and he and 
his practice were denounced in unmeasured 
terms, so much so that law suits were threat- 
ened, to aveid which, apologies, we under- 
stood, were made. But soon it was per- 
ceived that throat-burning and _tonsil- 
cutting took with the people, who were 
wi ling to pay well for that service ; and in 
less than two years, scarcely an allopathic 
physician, including some ignoramuses in 
our school, from Maine to Louisiana, but 





what was armed with sponge tied to the end 
of a whalebone, and strong dilutions of 
caustic, together with tonsil-cutting instru- 
ments, to go into every human throat, the 
owner of which was fool enough to submit 
to the operations, and pay handsomely, 
eash down. In our judgment, nothing but 
money could have caused that pernicious 
practice to be so generally adopted ; for a 
genuine bronchitis can never be cured in 
that way, although nitrate of silver can so 
modify the disease, as to induce the belief 
on the part of the patient, that the disease 
is yielding to the treatment. We have 
known many—many such causes ; but after 
awhile, when too late for any benefit from 
appropriate means, the delusion was discov- 
ered. However, throat-burning is still pop- 
alar. and many an empty purse is daily 
supplied from this practice ; but there are 
indications that it has had its day, and will 
soon give way to a less isjurious practice, 
the “ inhalations,” as it is termed, which, 
we believe, is a revival of a practice, re- 
commended some thirty years ago, by a 
clever English physician, by the name of 
Middleton, who lectured on the subject in 
this country, and was listened to with at- 
tention. by the profession generally ; but 
although he was learned, eloquent, and en- 
thusiastic, he made few, if any converts. 

We must return to the chief subject of 
this article; the digression is only for illus- 
tration. Young men should consider the 
matter thoroughly, and not be hasty in en- 
tering the medical profession ; for their 
high hopes may be doomed to disappoint- 
ment, As if the profession is not yet full 
enough, we notice that some col'eges have 
conferred degrees on females. This modern 
innovation, in our opinion, has not a good 
basis. We refer to the idea of having fe- 
males general practitioners. We do not 
object to female practitioners of midwifery, 
and if this branch of practice could be con- 
fined to thoroughly qualified females, the 
profession ought not to object. As yet we 
do not perceive much encouragement for 
female physicians ; but nevertheless the ex- 
periment, we suppose, will be tried, and all 
should wait patiently for the result. 


Tus cases, by Dr. Price, in another 
column, are worthy a special notice. They 
are clearly stated, and the cures by the 


medicine given, cannot reasonably be 
doubted 

We should be glad to receive from our 
colleagues cases in which the Homeeopathic 
practice can be distinguished, so there can 
be no caviling by opponents Too often 
reported cases are confused by the use of 
many medicines, and often in quick suc- 
cession, which illustrates no principle. 

We shall be pleased to hear from Dr. 
Price again, for it seems to us that he isa 
workman of skill, although he places him- 
self in the junior class. 
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For the American Journal of Homeopathy. 


CASES CURED BY A SINGLE DOSE OF 
A SINGLE REMEDY. 


Dr. Kirpy: Smk,—Being myself a com- 
paratively recent convert, I can still sym- 
pathise with those who are just beginning 
to tread the new, and, to them, untried paths 
of Homceopathy. 

When a young beginner in Homceopathy 
takes up a Repertory, and sees it there as- 
serted that'and .deonile, Bryonia,with, per- 


haps, the aid of Phosph. Su/ph., or n- | 
tim. Tart., or some other homiopathically- | 


indicated remedy, will cure the paeumouia, 


he naturally asks the question, * Has itever | 


been done?’ He is convineed of the truth 
of the principle, * Similia simi/ibus curan- 
tur,’ but he hesitates long before he can get 
the consent of his own mind to trust a dis- 
ease of such gravity to such an infinitesimal 
dose of medicine. And then the thought 
arises, suppose my patient should die under 
this treatment, shall I not be censured for 
allowing him to die, while I stood idly 
looking on? had I not better give the rem- 
edies 1 have been in the habit of using? for 
though my patients have often passed 
through a tedious convalesence, they have 
generally recovered, Such are the retlee- 


tions that often pass through the mind of 


the beginner in the bomeeopathic art, when 
a convert from the allopathic ranks. To 
dispel this cloud of skepticism, there is no- 
thing, in my opinion, more effectual than the 
perusal of recorded clinical notes. With 


this view I have sent you a statement of 


the following cases: 

In the latter part of 1852, my attention 
was called to nasal polypus, by Mrs. F. 
She was a married woman, had been the 
mother of several children. Eyes and hair 
dark, nearly black, complexion dark, mus- 
cular frame, melancholic and bilious tem- 
perament, general health pretty good. The 
polypus had existed for 2 years, and filled 
the cavity of one nostril, could be seen by 
dilating the nostril. I selected Cvle. Carb. 
12, that being the only dilution | had with 
me. Not then knowing the importance of 
giving a single dose of calc. in the diseas: 
in question, [ gave her six powders, with 


orders to take one every third night. 1 | 


also prescribed a course of dict. She took 
one powder, and thought she could not con- 
veniently diet herself then ; she concluded 
to take no more then, but wait for“ a mor 
convenient season” to diet herself, as she 
could not bear the idea of giving up sau 
sages. 

I saw her shortly afterwards, and learned 
the conclusion she had come to. Finding 
my arguments unavailing, I said no more to 
her for about two months; on inquiring 
about the polypus, she said she felt no in- 
convenience from it, that she had been 
breathing freely through that nostril for 
some time. On making an examination, | 











found every vestige of the tumor had dis- 
appeared, and has never returned. I, that 
day, for the first time, saw Jabr’s remarks 
in his Repertory, about the impropriety of 
repeating the dose. He says, “I ought to 
remind my readers of my previous remarks 
about the long action of Ca/e. I have al- 
ways found that one dose of Calc., if allow- 
ed to act, will remove the polypus (from 
the nose or nterus) in from 4 to seven weeks ; 
whereas, a repetition of the dose, even from 
the same solution, was attended with un- 
pleasant consequences,” 

About six months after treating the 
above case, I was called in to see Miss H., 
a young lady about 18 years old. She 
complained of considerable paia in one eye 3 
the lid was red but noi much swollen ; they 
told me there bad been an oozing of blood 
from the eye, and on one of the family ele- 
vating the lid, they saw something they 
supposed to be a clot of blood, which they 
could not wipe away, as it seemed to be at- 
tached. On elevating the upper lid, I found 
a polypus, about the size and shape of an 
ordinary grain of Indian corn, perbaps not 
quite so large as the ordinary grains; it was 
attached by pedicle, so far up, that [ could 
not see the place of attachment. Though 
L could see the lower part of the neck. She, 
too, had dark hair and eyes, complexion 
not so dark as the first case. Muscular 
system strongly developed, bilious and san- 
cuine temperament. .I told the patient 
there was two modes of getting rid of the 
tumor; the one most usually practised by 
surgeons was to extirpate it, and then cau- 
terize the place of attachment to prevent 
its reproduction; the other was by the in- 
ternal administration of medicine ; that the 
former was painful and bloody, while the 
other, though more tedious, was safe and 
easy, and unattended with pain or blood- 
shed. She decided to take the medicine. 
[ dropped a few pellets of Cale. Carb. 12 on 
her tongue, and told her I did not want to 
see her for four weeks. At the expiration 
of 3 weeks, [ was called to another mem- 
ber of the family, I took occasion to exam- 
ine the eye, but could find no polypue. 
About a year has now elapsed since the 
cure; I examined the patient yesterday, 
bat could find no trace of the disease, [ 
had never seen any account of polypus of 
the eye before, either in homeopathic or 
allopatic works, and-I selected Ca/c. because 
it was known to be one of the best po'ypus 
remedies. 

Iregard Cale., when administered homec- 
pathically, as one of the most certain and 
powerful remedies belonging to the Materia 
Medica. I have seen it act, several times, 
under the most unfavorable circumstances, 
and I have almost thought, sometimes, that 
nothing, short of a positive antidote, would 
prevent the action of it. I have several 
times used Ca/c. for the removal of warts, 
though | never trusted to a single dose, but 
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I think I will, when another opportunity 
presents. 

If these two cases will do anything to- 
wards strengthening the claims of Homeeo- 
pathy, I shall be repaid for my trouble. 

Yours truly, 
E. C. Price, M.D. 
Priceviile, Baltimore Co., Md., May, 1854. 


HOMCGOPATHY—LIKE CURES LIKE. 

Tne latest discovery in science is, that a 
homa@opath has a gall stone which he in- 
tends to give to the next patient he sees 
with the bilious colic. He is an honest 
fellow, for he carries out his creed. We 
hope all the homccopaths in our city will 
practise upon their legitimate principles, 
and no longer intrude upon our premises. 
We deny to any of the crowd the right to 
take our medicine, only from allopathic 
hands. If you break one leg, just go and 
break the other and cure it; this is your 
doctrine, and please stick to it. We do not 
like to be screwed too tight in our own bed ; 
so ye homceopaths, when you stump one toe, 
just go and stump the other, and get well 
in less than no time. That's your doctrine, 
that’s your surgery, and we charge you 
nothing for the prescription. If a man 
strikes you on one cheek, turn the other 
and let him smite it—that’s the cure. It is 
homeeopathic ; it is Christian; it is easy 
to bear—a perfect panacea for broken bones, 
arms, and slapped cheeks. We advise al! 
our Rail Road Companies to get the ~atent 
and carry it along the route—if one engine 
runs off, just run off another; that runs 
both on, heals all the wounds, and sets all 
the broken bones. Homeopathy is a great 
system, it isso casy. This is a great world. 
We are great people. All revulsives are 
nought ; but similia similibus curantur is 
the spice of the age; here we. go, the 
whistle squeals, all aboard, here we go, like 
cures like—toothache cures toothache—the 
hair of the dog cures the bite, or just be bit 
again. 

In conclusion, if any homeeopath should 
cross a moccasin and get bit, just turn the 
other foot and let the reptile bite that—like 
cures like, snake-bite cures snake-bite 
Great system. Beautiful theory and splen- 
did practice. Oh, dear me! hold!! or we 
faint!!! but like cures like, and we can 
just faint again and get well!!!! 

The New York Medical Gazette copies 
this article from some allopathic journal, 
and endorses it for a morsel of truth. We 
have several times had occasion to say 
that the pretension of Dr. Reese to a know- 
ledge of Homceopathy is a fallacy, which the 
above quotation proves. It is headed, 
“ Like cures like ;” but every statement in 





the article, as our readers will perceive, is 
not on the principle of similarity, bat on 
that of identity. Cousequently, what is 
said has no more relation to Homeopathy 
than it has to the amiableness of the editor 
of the Gazette. That Which is ridiculed is, 
the same cures the sume, or, identities cure 
identities, which should be the heading. 
Neither the writer of the article, nor the 
editor of the Gazette, admitting them to be 
honest in this matter, seems to be aware of 
the difference between the same and simi- 
lar. This being so, how these men * 
bug” their readers! However, those who 
desire information on Homceopathy, would 
not be so unwise as to seek it from allo- 
pathic writers. 


hum- 


DOMESTIC PRACTICE. 


WE cannot well refrain from speaking of 
one of the most serious evils existing among 
hom@opaths at the present time, and that 
is Domestic Practice. Nearly every family 
in the West who have any faith in the ho- 
maeopathie practice are provided with a 
book and medicine case, from which they 
are almost constantly administering reme- 
dies to their families and friends. This is 
done hap-bazardly, of course, because there 
is not a domestic book in Christendom by 
which a layman can, with any certainty, 
select homeeopathic prescriptions ; and if 
the individual is relieved, it will be entirely 
accidental that a proper remedy was chosen. 
Again, there is no dependence to be placed 
in one-half of the medicines put up for 
family use: but this is quite as well as oth- 
erwise ; if they do not happen to contain any 
medicinal properties, they will not injare 
any one when misapplied. 

How men who profess to believe in our 
Christian religion can trifle with the lives 
and health of their fellow men, by specu- 
lating in these articles, is more than we are 
able to divine. Or how they can presume 
to trifle with disease, in attempting to pre- 
scribe for the sick without any knowledge 
of the human system, and much less of med- 
icine, except what they derive from a book, 
is a problem which we cannot rationally 
solve. Can it be that these individuals 
think that every body else is accountable 
to the Supreme Being for “ the deeds done 
in the body,” and themselves exempt from 
any accountability to God or man? 

Every medical man, at least, is well 
aware that the most fata! disease is gener- 
ally the most mild and insiduous in its at- 
tack; and in many cases, if not counter- 
acted at the onset by suitable measures, 
but suffered to prey upon the vitals until it 
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assumes an alarming condition, necessary 
to frighten their friends, the disease will 
have, in all probability, progressed to an 
extent that bids defiance to the most skill- 
ful treatment. In this way hundreds of 
valuable lives are annually sacrificed. By 
such inconsistencies parents often bury 
their own offspring—a sacrifice to their ig- 
norance. It has been our misfortune to 
witness many such painfnl instances, as 
above alluded to, within the last few years. 
But if men and women will suffer them- 
selves to be duped by individuals who palm 
off these books avd cases for no other ptr- 
pose than “ filthy Iucre’s sake,” just so long 
we shall have to witness these painful oc- 
eurrences. There are men to be found in 
every community that will do almost any 
thing to yain a dollar ; and there are oth- 
ers who will readily jeopardize their own 
lives and those of their family for the sake 
of saving that same dollar. If itis with dif- 
fieully that the physician can prescribe for 
the sick advantageously, after having spent 
years of study to gain the requisite inform- 
ation upon medical subjects, with every 
thing at his command which learning and 
experience can possibly impart, and then 
often fail to give relief to the diseased, how 
can a layman prescribe from one single 
book with any prospect of success? Is it 
not preposterous in the extreme for him 
even to attempt it? 

Unfortunately, our best physicians are 
not book-makers. Wherever you find a 
skillful and practical physician you will al- 


so find that his whole time is occupied 
among the sick, and hence he will have no 
time to write books upon any subject. 

We are not acquainted with a single an- 
thor in Homeopathy or Allopathy who en- 
joys any reputation as a skillful physician 


in his own immediate vicinity. But these 
persons must have support in some way : 
and possessing, as some of them do, more 
or less talent for theorizing, we find them 
employed in writing and compiling books 
for domestic and other purposes. These 
books generally find a ready sale, there be- 
ing a morbid appetite on the part of the 
community for such productions Every 
intelligent person knows that it is utterly 
absurd for an individusl to attempt to pre- 
scribe for the sick without a most thorough 
knowledge of their business, and they are 
the first to condemn the man who sets him- 
self up in a community as a physician with- 
out having pursued the usual course of 
study. Yet we see these same individuals 
practising almost daily the very thing they 
s0 strenuously condemn in others. Con- 
sistency is said to be a jewel : we would 
that there were more of it in community. 
It is just as suicidal on the part of indi- 
viduals, or parents, to neglect to do all in 
their power to save their own lives, or the 
lives of those committed to their charge, 
by neglecting to make use of all the means 





within their knowledge for their recovery, 
as it is to make use of measures known to 
hazard the life of the individual. There 
isa sin of omission as well as the sin of 
commission. And as sure as there is a 
judgment awaiting men’s conduct in the 
future, just so sure will such deeds appear 
against those individuals who have been 
the cause of their untimely end. You 
might as well plunge the dagger to the 
heart of the invalid, and send him at once 
into the presence of his Maker, as to trifle 
with a disease that may be preying upon 
his vitals, and which, if not removed, is 
sure to result in death. Life is the same 
to the individual in question, and it matters 
hut little to him whether he is deprived of 
it by some deadly weapon in the hands of 
an open assassin, or by the hand of an ig- 
norant pretender in medicine, who assumes 
to be the hand-maid of Nature, and destroys 
iis life gradually with poisonous drugs, or 
by his ignorance neglects to administer 
remedies properly, and seasonably to effect 
a cure. In either case the patient is de- 
prived of life; and, in our opinion, the of- 
fense against the individual, as well as our 
Creator, is the same. 

We are writing now particularly for 
those individuals who believe in their re- 
sponsibi ity to God and their fellow men 
for their acts. To those who act without 
this responsibility, we have nothing to say. 

Perhaps some will be weak enough to 
suppose that we are influenced by selfish 
motives in penning this article—that by 
the use of these domestic books and cases 
we are often deprived of making a profes- 
sional visit. 

The truth is exactly the opposite. If 
the physician is consulted in the incipient 
stages of a disease, one or two visits 
will generally suffice to cure the patient. 
But these domestic doctors generally give 
dose after dose, until the disease assumes 
a frightful, if not fatal condition before 
they think of calling in medical aid; 
hence several visits. will be required be- 
fore the patient’s disease can possibly be 
subdued, if he can be restored at all. Thus 
it will be seen that our business is really 
augmented by these dabblers in domestic 
practice. 

We grant that benefit may have resulted 
in some instances by the use of these do- 
mestic books and cases ; but, asa whole, 
they have done, and are now doing, a vast 
deal more harm than good, and for that 
very reason should be for ever banished 
from existence. 

Happily for the credit of the American 
people, but one or two native physicians in 
this country have so far debased themselves 
as to be caught in such low and contemptible 
business as writing books for domestic use. 
They have been introduced into this coun- 
try by foreigners generally, whose love for 
gain outweighs every other consideration, 
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and upon them let the stigma for ever rest. 
The day is not far distant when the public 
will brand them as vile speculators upon 
the lives and health of their fellow men, 
and in a few short years their productions 
will only be known among the things that 
were. We have not jumped to these con- 
clusions hastily : this article is but the em- 
bodiment of mature deliberation, and is 
supported by years of experience and close 
observation upon the subject in question. 
And although the spirit of it may interfere 
with the pecuniary interests of a few, yet 
an evil of so great a magnitude demands 
an exposure from us, and duty with us 
should outweigh every other consideration. 
— Family Jour. of Hom. 


HOMCOPATHIC COLLEGES. 


In our March Number, under the caption 
of “ Homeopathic Medical College and 
Hospital at St. Louis, Mo.,”’ occurs the fol- 
lowing sentence :—‘ We have, as yet, but 
one Homeopathic College, strictly speak- 
ing, in the United States; and that being 
located in Philadelphia, does uot meet the 
wants of the ‘Far West.’” <A highly-es- 
teemed friend and professional brother calls 
our attention to the above language, as 
follows :— 

“In one of your numbers you virtually 
deny the Western College of Homceopa- 
thic Medicine of Cleveland to be what it 
professes—namely, a Homceopathic Institu- 
tion. Allow me to inform you that therein 
Al- 


you are mistaken or misinformed. 
though they teach the wse and application 
of water in diseased conditions of the hu- 
man body, they do not therefore fail to 
teach (which they certainly do teach) the 


pure principles of Homeopathy. A cor- 
rection on your part appears to me to be 
both necessary and just, and I hope to find 
one in your next issue.” : 

We deem it the privilege of every reader 
of our journal to state frankly his objec- 
tions to any thing in it, and we hold our- 
selves responsible for every statement ; and 
whenever we are led into error will most 
cheerfully correct it when convinced of the 
fact. In regard to the Cleveland College, 
we would rather have said nothing ; but in 
the attitude in which our esteemed brother 
has placed us we cannot be silent, and we 
ask his calm consideration of the reply we 
have to make in explanation of our position. 

“They certainly do teach the pure prin- 
ciples of Homeopathy,” says our worthy 
Dr. M. Let us inquire— 

Ist. What are the pure principles »f Ho- 
mceopathy ? 

2d. What is it to teach homeopathic 
principles in their purity? 


We have supposed that the pure princi- | 


ples of Homeepathy embraced the law “* Si- 
milia similibus curantur,” 





ministration of remedies solely upon the 
correspondence existing between the patho- 
genetic effects of the remedy and the syinp- 
toms of the disease. We have supposed 
that no remedy could be classed in the 
Materia Medica, asan agent in the remov- 
al of disease, which had not been previ- 
ously proved by experiment on healthy 
persons, and its pathogenesis fully estab- 
lished. We have supposed “ that vital dy- 
vamism was the fundamental base—the 
principle truth of Habnemann’s doctrine.” 

We have'supposed “ that the law of simi- 
larity is the fundamental base of the thera- 
peutic branch of the doctrine.” 

We have supposed that Homeepathy, as 
received from Hahnemann, is a complete 
doctrine—resting on a physiological prin- 
ciple, vit-2 dynamism ; on a pathological 
principle, the dynamic nature of disease ; 
on a priciple of Materia Medica, pure ex- 
perimentation ; and on the principle of 
therapeutics, the law of similarity. We 
have supposed that whether Homeopathy 
be considered in its principles, or in its meth- 
od and means, there can be no possible 
conciliation. Homeopathy, being a radical 
reform in medicine, can concede nothing to 
the allopathic doctrine—admit of no reser- 
vation, no amalgamation. We have thus 
briefly stated what we have a'ways suppos- 
ed * the true principles of Homeopathy,” 
and thus answered the first inquiry. 

2d. What is it to teach homeopathic 
principles in their purity ? 

To this interrogatory we reply, that, in 
in our view, when the doctrines which we 
have enumerated are taught in any school, 
unadulterated by any other doctrines. then 
and there the true principles of Homceopa- 
thy are taught, and not otherwise. And 
now, my worthy Dr. M., how is it at Cleve- 
land? You say, “ they teach the use and 
ar gt of water in diseased conditions 
of the kuman body.” Upon what pure 
principle of Homeeopathy is water thus pre- 
scribed? What are the “ diseased conditions 
of the human body” for which water is 
homcopathic? What is the pathogenetic 
action of water, and what the correspond- 
ence between the symptoms of these “ dis- 
eased conditions” and the pathogenesis of 
water? On these points we ask for inform- 
ation, that we may spread it before our 
readers. Again: do you think, dear Doc- 
tor, that any Institution, instilled with a 
love of the pure truth of Homeopathy, could 
so far forget its duty and its honor as to 
give or scli its diplomas to persons wholly 
unknown, or irresponsibly endorsed—per- 
sons whose daily practice brings reproach 
upon Homeopathy, and soils the pure name 
by foul abominations? What say you, 
Doctor? We await your reply.—Family 
Tour. af Hom, 


yeThe June Number of this Journal will be 


and the ©‘ /’out in a few days. 





